March 11, 2003

From: Consumer Electronics Association


R7.5 Working Group 8 - A/V Networking, Quality of Service WG

To: 
Tony Jeffree, Chairman

IEEE 802.1

Dear Tony:

As we discussed, I have attached a white paper, IP Quality of Service (QoS) Proposal for CEA R7.4 Versatile Home Network for comment. This paper provides the latest thinking from CEA’s R7.5 WG8 on the use of the priority field in 802.1Q Ethernet packets to allow IP Ethernet networks to concurrently support differing Quality of Service (QoS) implementations. This paper will form the basis for QoS over IP networks for CEA’s in-home, IP based networking standards going forward. Once completed, we would like to submit the standard to your group for consideration as an additional informative annex to 802.1D for in-home, IP-based A/V networks. 

It should be noted that this approach is for in-home networks only. It is not intended for use outside of the in-home network environment. 

Our purpose in developing this approach is to allow for simultaneous carriage of audio, video, telephony and data on an in-home IP network. We anticipate that consumers will have certain expectations for the delivery of such services that will be based on their experiences watching television, listening to music, and using their telephones, over dedicated wiring. These expectations will make interruption of such services, when delivered over a home network, unacceptable. We therefore undertook to create an approach that provides manufacturers and developers some guidance and flexibility to select the most appropriate scheme for their products. 

Although it is our preference to receive an official response from 802.1, comments from individual member experts would be an acceptable alternative if time does not permit the more rigorous response. We expect to issue a draft standard this summer. Naturally our process will take up a portion of the time between now and the issuance of a draft, so we leave it to you to let us know which is the more viable approach for comment. I would appreciate it if you could provide some idea as to the time frame for an official response. 

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. We believe it is important to ensure our standards are in line with those of other organizations working in similar areas to the extent possible, and are therefore very interested in hearing comments from your members. 

Sincerely,

William Rose

Chairman, CEA R7 – Home Networking Committee

