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Supplement to proposed PAR for Recommended Practices for Multi-Vendor Access Point Interoperability via Inter-Access Point Protocol across Distribution Systems supporting IEEE P802.11 operation.
Five Criteria discussion:

1. Broad Market Potential

The market potential for this standards document is identically equal to the market size of IEEE P802.11 devices.

These recommended practices would be of potential benefit to all manufacturers and vendors of IEEE P802.11 equipment as it will expand the acceptance of WLAN system by freeing users of the need to purchase Access Points from a single vendor. This in turn should increase competition and lower the industry prices for Access Points.

2. Compatibility with IEEE 802 Standards

Because the document will be for recommended practices to support IEEE P802.11 wlan systems and the scope specifically calls out support for P802.11, the recommended practice will be compatible with IEEE 802 standards.

3. Distinct Identity

Each IEEE Project 802 standard shall have a distinct identity. To achieve this, each authorized project shall be:

a) Substantially different from other 802  Projects:

The proposed Project is for a recommended practice which is not covered by other standards documents (either formal or industry).

b) One unique solution per problem (not two solutions to a problem):

The recommended practices will be unique because they will be tailored to specific Distribution System environments.

c) Easy for document reader to select the relevant specification:

Because of the mapping discussed in b) above, it should be very easy for a reader of the document to select the practice relevant to the Distribution System environment of interest.

4. Technical Feasibility

As there are already several working practices in use by different 802.11 equipment vendors, clearly the technical side of the work required is feasible.

5.  Economic Feasibility

Again, since the several technical approaches to the recommended practices are already embodied in equipment that is selling in the market place, there are feasible approaches that the market will find economically feasible.
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