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Topic: Definition of certain information elements

Relevant Clauses: 7.3.2

Classification: unambiguous

Interpretation Request

In 2002, the 802.11 Working Group created a set of Element IDs, defining the use of many information elements defined as "Reserved" in the standard.  Many of these element IDs are assigned for the use of individual companies.  An additional element ID is defined as a "vendor-specific" information element.  The format and use of these newly defined information elements is not described in the standard or any of its supplements.  

What is the format of each of the information elements defined by the newly assigned element IDs, when are they used, and in which frames may they appear?

Interpretation for IEEE STD 802.11-1999 (reaffirmed 2003)

The standard defines the information element IDs that are the subject of the interpretation request as “reserved”.  This includes the working group-assigned information element IDs for the use of individual companies and the “vendor-specific” information element.  This indicates that the element IDs may be used in a future amendment of the standard.  The standard does not provide any definition of the use of these information element IDs for individual company use or for use as a “vendor-specific” information element.  The request has been forwarded to the 802.11 working group for consideration of inclusion in a future revision or maintenance release of the standard.
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