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Reference: TWG Inter-Operability Problem Reports (IOPRs 55557 and 56588)
November 4, 2010
Subject: Liaison Statement to IEEE 802.16 WG on modifications to the IEEE Std 802.16 needed to support WiMAX certification. 
Dear Dr. Marks,
In the course of development and validation of product certification test cases based on IEEE Std 802.16, the WiMAX Forum TWG has identified critical issues with the 802.16 specification that impede product interoperability. The WiMAX Forum TWG believes these issues require clarification and/or correction.  TWG respectfully requests that the IEEE 802.16 working group take the following actions.
· Review the attached problem statements and/or WiMAX contemplated remedies for each one of the problem statements (see Annexes)

· Develop a remedy for each one of the issues

· Inform the WiMAX Forum TWG of the results of IEEE 802.16 working group’s actions on this matter.   

Should the IEEE 802.16 working group develop any specific remedy in response to the problems identified in the Annex(es), and should these remedies be incorporated into IEEE Std 802.16, the WiMAX Forum Technical Working Group (TWG) would appreciate further communication giving specific details of the remedies including affected IEEE Std 802.16 sections.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter of mutual importance.

Sincerely,

Wonil Roh

Chair, WiMAX Forum Technical Working Group (TWG)

Annex A UL Coverage Enhancement for MAC management messages and BR Header (IOPR 55557)

A.1 Interoperability Problem Statement

IOPR-53947r15 was approved in TWG group and reflected on IEEE802.16m/D9.

However, we need to modify the spec. to consider ‘no fragmentation of RNG-REQ message’ scenario for UL coverage enhancement.

Also we suggest to fix the following issues in the original IOPR:

-
As BS stop re-transmissions of CDMA_Allocation_IE after 16 frames, the usage of CDMA_Allocation_IE  re-transmissions by the MS shouldn’t be limited to T3 but to 16 frames after the CDMA code

-
T3 definitions for ranging in the approved IOPR-53947r15.

-
Aligning T18 usage definitions to common method of handling management messages in IEEE802.16 document- the timer T18 shall be started after MS transmitted all fragments of the message.

A.2 Possible Changes in IEEE Std 802.16

[Modify the table 571 in 16m/D9 as follows:]
[Modify the contents of Table 571 as indicated:]
	Name
	Type
(1 byte)
	Length
	Value

	…


	Start of ranging codes group
	155
	1
	Indicates the starting number, S, of the group of codes used for this UL. If not specified, the default value shall be set to zero. All the ranging codes used on this UL shall be between S and ((S+O+N+M+L+K+J+H+G) mod 256) where

N is the number of initial ranging codes

M is the number of periodic ranging codes

L is the number of BR codes

O is the number of HO ranging codes

H is the number of HO ranging codes in HO Ranging Code set 1

J is the number of BR ranging codes in BR Ranging Code set 1

K is the number of Initial ranging codes in Initial Ranging Code set 1

G is the number of HO ranging codes in HO Ranging Code set 2
The range of values is 0 ≤ S ≤ 255.

	…


	Initial Ranging Code set 1
	219
	1
	Number of Initial ranging CDMA codes for soft combining. Possible values are 0–255. Default value is 0

	HO Ranging Code set 1
	220
	1
	Number of HO ranging CDMA codes for soft combining. Possible values are 0–255. Default value is 0

	BR Ranging Code set 1
	221
	1
	Number of BR ranging CDMA codes for soft combining Possible values are 0–255. Default value is 0 

	HO Ranging Code set 2
	222
	1
	Number of HO ranging CDMA codes for soft combining without fragmentation of RNG-REQ message. Possible values are 0–255. Default value is 0


[Modify the section 8.4.7.3 in 16m/D9 as follows:]
8.4.7.3 Ranging codes

[Change subcaluse 8.4.7.3 as indicated:]
The number of available codes is 256, numbered 0..255. Each BS uses a subgroup of these codes, where the

subgroup is defined by a number S, 0 ≤S ≤255. The group of codes shall be between S and 
((S + O + N + M + L+K+J+H+G) mod 256).

· The first N codes produced are for initial ranging. Clock the PRBS generator 144 (S mod 256) times to 144 ((S + N) mod 256) – 1 times.
· The next M codes produced are for periodic ranging. Clock the PRBS generator 144 ((N + S) mod 256) times to 144 ((N + M + S) mod 256) – 1 times.
· The next L codes produced are for BRs. Clock the PRBS generator 144 ((N + M + S) mod 256) times to 144 ((N + M + L + S) mod 256) – 1 times.
· The next O codes produced are for HO ranging. Clock the PRBS generator 144 ((N + M + L + S) mod 256) times to 144 ((N + M + L + O + S) mod 256) – 1 times.
For  the MS and BS supporting OFDMA- initial ranging with soft combining (see 6.3.10.3.1.1), OFDMA HO ranging with soft combining (see 6.3.10.4.2 and 6.2.2.3.23.1), and Contention-based CDMA bandwidth requests using soft combining (see 6.3.6.5.1), the corresponding codes shall be generated by the following methods.
· The next K codes produced are for initial ranging code for soft combining. Clock the PRBS generator 144 ((N + M + L + O + S) mod 256) times to 144 ((K+ N + M + L + O + S) mod 256) – 1 times.
· The next J codes produced are for BR ranging code for soft combining. Clock the PRBS generator 144 ((K+ N + M + L + O + S) mod 256) times to 144 ((J+ K+ N + M + L + O + S) mod 256) – 1 times.
· The next H codes produced are for HO ranging for soft combining. Clock the PRBS generator 144 ((J+ K+ N + M + L + O + S) mod 256) times to 144 ((H+ J+ K+ N + M + L + O + S) mod 256) – 1 times.
· The next G codes produced are for HO ranging for soft combining without fragmentation of RNG-REQ message. Clock the PRBS generator 144 ((H+J+ K+ N + M + L + O + S) mod 256) times to 144 ((G+H+ J+ K+ N + M + L + O + S) mod 256) – 1 times.
[Modify the section 6.3.10.4 in 16m/D9 as follows:]
6.3.10.4 CDMA HO ranging and automatic adjustment
[Change the text in 6.3.10.4 as indicated:]

In CDMA HO ranging process, the random selection is used instead of random backoff and the CDMA HO ranging code is used instead of the initial ranging code. The code is selected from the HO ranging domain as defined in 8.4.7.3. The MS may select a code from HO Ranging Code Set 1 (Type 220 in Table 571) to per​form OFDMA HO ranging with soft combining as defined in 6.3.10.4.2. The MS may select a code from HO Ranging Code Set 2 (Type 222 in Table 571) to per​form OFDMA HO ranging for soft combining without fragmentation of RNG-REQ message as defined in 6.3.10.4.3.
Alternatively, if the BS is prenotified for the upcoming HO MS, it may provide bandwidth allocation infor​mation to the MS using Fast Ranging IE to send a RNG-REQ message.
[Modify section 6.3.10.3.1.1 in 16m/D9 as follows:]
[Insert the following at the end of 6.3.10.3.1:]

6.3.10.3.1.1 OFDMA- initial ranging with soft combining

An MS may send a ranging code from the Initial Ranging Code set 1 which is defined by Type 219 in Table 571 to perform Initial Network Entry. The MS shall use random backoff with the Ranging Backoff Start and Ranging Backoff End described in the UCD message when it sends the Initial Ranging Code set 1.
When the BS responds to an Initial Ranging Code set 1, and PHY corrections are not needed, the BS shall provide at least 25 bytes of uplink bandwidth by transmitting a CDMA_Allocation_IE for the MS to transmit RNG-REQ message. The MS shall use the bandwidth to send the MAC PDU carrying RNG-REQ message on Ranging CID with MS MAC address TLV and MAC Version TLV, Generic MAC Header, and MAC CRC-32. 

To request retransmission of the RNG-REQ, the BS shall send a CDMA Allocation IE with the same ranging attributes (frame number index, ranging code, ranging symbol, and ranging subchannel) which were sent in the original CDMA Allocation_IE. The process of retransmitting the CDMA_Allocation_IE shall be terminated by the frame N+15 where N is the frame number when the MS sends a Ranging Code. When the MS receives the UL bandwidth allocation by the same CDMA_Allocation_IE before frame N+16 T3 expires, the MS shall transmit the same MAC PDU that carries the RNG-REQ corresponding to the ranging attributes in the CDMA_Allocation_IE . In this case, the BS should perform soft combining to achieve combining gain on the UL bursts transmitted by the MS as per the allocation made with the same CDMA_Allocation_IE.
[Modify section 6.3.10.4.2 in 16m/D9 as follows:]
[Insert the following at the end of 6.3.10.4.1:]
6.3.10.4.2 OFDMA HO ranging with soft combining

An MS may send a ranging code from the HO Ranging Code set 1 (see Type 220 in Table 571) in order to perform network re-entry during HO, network re-entry from idle mode or Location Update. 

When the BS responds to a code from HO Ranging Code set 1, and PHY corrections are not needed, the BS shall provide at least 24 bytes of uplink bandwidth by transmitting a CDMA_Allocation_IE for the MS to transmit RNG-REQ message. The MS shall use the bandwidth to send the MAC PDU carrying RNG-REQ message on Ranging CID with MS MAC address TLV, Generic MAC Header, GMSH and MAC CRC-32. 
To request retransmission, the BS shall transmit a CDMA_Allocation_IE with the same ranging attributes (frame number index, ranging code, ranging symbol, and ranging subchannel) which were sent in the original CDMA Allocation_IE. The retransmission process shall be terminated by the frame N+15 where N is the frame number when the MS sends a Ranging Code. When the MS receives a CDMA_Allocation_IE with the parameters set to the same values as the original CDMA_Allocation_IE before T3 expires frame N+16, the MS shall transmit the same MAC PDU. The BS should perform combining processing on the UL bursts allocated by the same CDMA_Allocation_IE which will carry the same RNG-REQ message.
[Insert a new section 6.3.10.4.3 after the section 6.3.10.4.2 in 16m/D9:]
6.3.10.4.3 OFDMA HO ranging for soft combining without fragmentation of RNG-REQ message
An MS may send a ranging code from the HO Ranging Code set 2 (see Type 222 in Table 571) in order to perform network re-entry during HO, network re-entry from idle mode or Location Update. 

When the BS responds to a code from HO Ranging Code set 2, and PHY corrections are not needed, the BS shall provide at least 53B of uplink allocation by transmitting a CDMA_Allocation_IE. This allocation shall be used by the MS to transmit a RNG-REQ message including all parameters without fragmentation at once. 
To request retransmission, the BS shall transmit a CDMA_Allocation_IE with the same ranging attributes (frame number index, ranging code, ranging symbol, and ranging subchannel) which were sent in the origi​nal CDMA Allocation_IE. The process of retransmitting the CDMA_Allocation_IE shall be terminated by the frame N+15 where N is the frame number when the MS sends a Ranging Code. When the MS receives a CDMA_Allocation_IE with the parameters set to the same values as the original CDMA_Allocation_IE before frame N+16, the MS shall transmit the same MAC PDU. The BS should perform combining process​ing on the UL bursts allocated by the same CDMA_Allocation_IE which will carry the same RNG-REQ message.

Upon successful reception of the RNG-REQ message with Ranging CID, the BS may acknowledge suc​cessful reception of the RNG-REQ message and assign CIDs. If the BS acknowledges successful reception of the RNG-REQ message and assigns CIDs, the BS shall respond with the RNG-RSP message. The RNG-RSP message shall include Ranging Status TLV with a status either of Success or Abort. If the Ranging Status TLV in the RNG-RSP message is Abort, the MS may perform the cell reselection pro​cedure defined in section 6.3.21.2.1.

Upon expiration of T3 timer, the MS may either transmit a ranging code to the BS or perform the cell rese​lection procedure as described in 6.3.21.2.1. 
[Modify the 6.3.2.3.23.1 in 16m/D9 as follows:]
[Insert the following at the end of 6.3.2.3.23:]

6.3.2.3.23.1 HARQ support

When the BS has successfully received a ranging code from the Initial/HO Ranging Code set 1 or HO Ranging Code set 2 (see Types 219 or, 220, or 222 in Table 571) from the MS, the BS should use HARQ UL-MAP IE with Basic CID rather than normal UL-MAP IE to allocate uplink bandwidth for the SBC-REQ message.
…..
[Adopt the following changes in Table 554in in 16m/D9 as follows:]
Table 554—Parameters and constants (continued)
	System
	Name
	Time reference
	Minimum

value
	Default value
	Maximum

value

	…


	SS, MS
	T3
	Ranging response reception timeout following the transmission of a ranging request.
	—
	OFDMA:

60 msec:

RNG-RSP after CDMA ranging or RNG-REQ during initial or periodic

ranging

50 msec:

RNG-RSP after RNGREQ during HO to negotiated target BS
200 msec:

RNG-RSP after RNGREQ during HO to non-negotiated target BS

200 msec:

RNG-RSP after RNGREQ during location update or re-entry from idle mode
80 msec:

RNG-RSP after CDMA ranging using Initial/HO Ranging Code set 1 or 2 during initial ranging/
handover/
location update/
re-entry from idle mode

100 msec:
RNG-RSP after RNG-REQ on the Primary Management Connection dur​ing initial rang​ing/
handover/
location update/
re-entry from idle mode
1) RNG-RSP after RNG-REQ following usage of Initial Ranging Code set 1 during initial ranging,

2) RNG-RSP after RNG-REQ following usage of HO Ranging code set 1 or 2 during 
handover to negotiated target BS, or

3) RNG-RSP after RNG-REQ on the Primary Management Connection during initial ranging/
handover to negotiated target BS /location update/
re-entry from idle mode 1
	200 ms

	…



 [Modify following section 6.3.2.3.23.1 in 16m/D9:]
[Insert the following at the end of 6.3.2.3.23:]

6.3.2.3.23.1 HARQ support
…

When the BS has successfully received a ranging code from the Initial/HO Ranging Code set 1 (see Types 219 or 220 in Table 571) from the MS, the BS should use HARQ UL-MAP IE with Basic CID rather than normal UL-MAP IE to allocate uplink bandwidth for the SBC-REQ message.

When the MS sends the SBC-REQ message using uplink resources allocated by HARQ UL-MAP IE, the MS shall set the CID field in the MAC header to the Primary Management CID. If uplink resources allocated by HARQ UL-MAP IE are not sufficient to send the SBC-REQ message, the MS may fragment the SBC-REQ message using Fragmentation Subheader (FSH). If the SBC-REQ message is fragmented, the MS shall start the T18 timer when it transmits the first last fragment of the SBC-REQ message. If the BS responds to a SBC-REQ message which is fragmented, the BS shall respond with a SBC-RSP message after it receives all the fragments of the SBC-REQ message.
When the MS transmits SBC-REQ message using the UL allocation specified by HARQ UL-MAP IE, the BS shall use Chase combining HARQ on the UL burst containing the SBC-REQ message. In this case, The BS shall use HARQ capability of the HARQ set 1 defined in the OFDMA parameter set TLV for HARQ operations until completion of the capability negotiation through SBC-REQ/RSP.

[Modify T18 in Table 554 in 16m/D9 as follows:] (Editor’s note: we would like to revert description of T18 to the description in IEEE802.16-2009) 
	…


	SS
	T18
	Wait for SBC-RSP timeout.
	—
	50 ms:

when SBC-REQ is on the Basic Connection.

100 ms:

when SBC-REQ is on the Primary Management Connection.
	<< T9

	…



.

Annex B Ranging Abort Timer Further Clarifications (IOPR 56588)
B.1 Interoperability Problem Statement

Quote from the std: 

“Ranging Abort Timer

Timer defined by a BS to prohibit the MS from attempting network entry at this BS, for a specific time duration.”

It is not clear from the .16 std. if the MS can try to perform NW entry at a different BS.

It is also not clear what the MS will do in case it receives the Ranging Abort Timer together with the Preamble Index Override or the Downlink Frequency Override TLVs and if there can be more than one instance of the Downlink Frequency Override.
All of this can lead to potential interoperability problems.
B.2 Possible Changes in IEEE Std 802.16

Change 6.3.2.3.6 RNG-RSP (ranging response) message on page 92:

Ranging Abort Timer 

Timer defined by a BS to prohibit the MS from attempting network entry at this BS, for a specific time duration. The MS may perform ranging at a different BS before the Ranging Abort Timer expires. 

Insert the following text in 6.3.9.5.1 Contention-based initial ranging and automatic adjustments on page 318: 
If the Ranging Abort Timer TLV encoding is included in RNG-RSP, the MS shall abort the current network entry attempt and shall not redo ranging to the current BS until the Ranging Abort Timer expires. The MS may perform ranging at a different BS before the Ranging Abort Timer expires 







































