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FID & EH order for IEEE 802.16m Generic MAC header
David Johnston
Intel Corporation
1 Introduction

At the last meeting, the 2 bytes GMH containing EH, Flow ID and Length field was accepted in SDD. In here, Flow ID field can be used to distinguish different header types or connections. However, since Flow ID in current SDD always presents following EH field, all MAC headers should contain EH and Flow ID field although some MAC headers (e.g., multiplexing MAC header, signaling MAC header, etc.) may do not need to contain the EH field. For such MAC header, EH field is an unnecessary overhead. Therefore, we propose that the Flow ID field is always located in the first 4 bits of MAC header, as illustrated in Figure 1. And the 4-bit Flow ID is then available to distinguish different connections or header types (e.g., for transport data, management, signaling and multiplexing) in future proposals for control signaling and security.
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Figure 1 Proposed Generic MAC Header Formats
2 Text Proposal

============================ Start of Proposed Text ==================================
[Modify the chapter 10.12.1.1 to the following text.]
10.12.1.1 Generic MAC Header
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Figure 22 Generic MAC Header Format
· EH (Extended Header Presence Indicator): When set to ‘1”, this field indicates that an Extended Header is present following this GMH.
· Flow ID (Flow Identifier): This field indicates the flow that is addressed. This field is 4bits long.

· EH (Extended Header Presence Indicator): When set to ‘1”, this field indicates that an Extended Header is present following this GMH.
· Length: Length of the payload. This field is 11bits long.
============================== End of Proposed Text ================================
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