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Pre-January 2005 approach

MAC 
CLIENT 
DATA46-1500 OCTETS

4 OCTETS

2 OCTETS
6 OCTETS
6 OCTETS

FCS

SA
L/T

PAD

DA

MAC 
CLIENT 
DATA46-1500 OCTETS

Prefix2-p OCTETS

Suffix0-s OCTETS
4 OCTETS

2 OCTETS

6 OCTETS
6 OCTETS

FCS

SA

L/T

PAD

DA

Existing

Figure 3-1 MAC frame format

Replaces Tagged frame format

Figure 3-3 Envelope MAC frame format

p is 2 to max[2, TBD – suffixSize]

s is 0 to max[0, TBD – prefixSize]
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Post-January 2005 approach
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Figure 3-1 MAC frame format

Where n = 1500 basic frame
n = 1504 Qtagged frame
n = 1982 envelope frame
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New figure 3-2 
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MA_DATA.request ( destination_address, source_address, mac_service_data_unit, frame_check_sequence)

MA_DATA.indication ( destination_address, source_address, mac_service_data_unit, frame_check_sequence)

Figure 3-2 Service primitive mappings to frame fields

Required parameter to/from MAC client
Optional parameter to/from MAC client, added by MAC on transmit if not present
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Adopted timeline
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Future 802.3as meetings
g IEEE 802.3 Interim

n May 20, Austin, Texas
g IEEE 802 Plenary

n July 17-22, San Francisco, California
n Next status update to 802.1

g IEEE 802.3 Interim
n September TBD, possibly Europe

g IEEE 802 Plenary
n November 13-18, Vancouver,  British Columbia

g IEEE 802.3 Interim
n January 2006, TBD


