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Context
… in short



Johannes Specht

The issue & subsequent questions
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Issue per comment #11 against P802.1CB-2017-Rev/D0.3

• Autoconfiguration would require Redundancy Tags to be detected …

• … but Redundancy Tags cannot be detected

→ Autoconfiguration is dysfunctional and should be removed

Questions resulting from subsequent discussions

• Q1: Should autoconfiguration be removed from the standard?

• Q2: Should autoconfiguration be revised in the standard?

• Q3: If the answer to Q2 is yes, who would do the work?

• Q4: Who uses autoconfiguration at all?
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Past
… when autoconfiguration was created
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Early in 2016

12-May-26 Autoconfiguration in P802.1CB-2017-Rev 5

Source: https://www.ieee802.org/1/files/public/docs2016/cb-finn-simplifying-seamless-redundancy-0116-v02.pdf 
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Still in 2016
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Source: Final comment disposition against D2.4 of P802.1CB

Source: Final comment disposition against D2.3 of P802.1CB

Source: Final comment disposition against D2.1 of P802.1CB

Author‘s Comments
• Purpose summarized:

1. Use with PRP/HSR
2. Simplify configuration

• But:
1. No autoconfiguration in 

PRP/HSR (IEC 62439-3) at all
2. No material on use-cases in the 

IEEE 802.1 archives identified
3. (Just) optional

➢ Removal may be ok, however, …
➢ … it is unclear if someone uses it(Q4)
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Potential Future
… options & discussion
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Discussion: Options to proceed with autoconfiguration
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Remove Revise
Make it an informative annex 

WITHOUT revising it

A B C

Q1: Should autoconfiguration be removed from the standard?
Q2: Should autoconfiguration be revised in the standard?
Q3: If the answer to Q2 is Yes, who would do the work?
Q4: Who uses autoconfiguration at all?

Graceful
• Deprecation notice added to the annex, 

visible in the next 802.1CB Rev.
• If autoconfiguration use is indicated to 

IEEE 802.1:
• Clarity to IEEE 802.1 on Q4 possible
• Answer to Q3 not required now
• Can become normative again in a 

later 802.1CB Rev.
• If not:

• Can be removed in a later 802.1CB 
Rev.

Easiest to implement in the document, 
but autoconfiguration may be in use

Answer to Q3 required
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Thank You for Your Attention!
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Questions, 
Comments, 

A.o.B.?
Johannes Specht
Dipl.-Inform. (FH)

M +49 (0)170 718-4422

johannes.specht.standards@gmail.com
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