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	In the Matter of
	)
	

	
	)
	

	Amendment of Part 15 of the Commission’s
	)
	ET Docket No. 98-156

	Rules to Allow Certification of
	)
	

	Equipment in the 24.05 to 24.25 GHz Band
	)
	

	At Field Strengths up to 2500 mV/m
	)
	

	
	)
	

	To: The Commission
	)
	


Comments in Response to the ARRL’s “CONSOLIDATED REply to oppositions to petitions for reconsideration”

IEEE 802
 hereby offers its Comments in Response to the “Consolidated Reply to Oppositions to Petitions for Reconsideration” filed by the American Radio Relay League (the “ARRL”) in the above-captioned Proceeding.

IEEE 802 and its members that participate in the IEEE 802 standards process are interested parties in this proceeding because of the numerous wireless standards produced by  IEEE 802 Working Groups that specify devices that operate in “Part 15 bands” that are shared with the Amateur Radio Service.

The ARRL has presented no new or compelling evidence, either in its Petition for Reconsideration or in its response to oppositions thereto to justify the  grant of its petition for reconsideration by the Commission

1. In its Petition for Reconsideration in the instant Proceeding, the ARRL presented no new or compelling evidence or arguments that the Commission erred in its decision in the Report and Order in this Proceeding, nor that the Commission had, as ARRL asserts, exceeded its Congressionally delegated authority.

2. We find the fact that the ARRL has made similar challenges to the Commission’s authority, vis a vis the authorization of new types of Part 15 devices in several other proceedings,  to be fundamentally in conflict with its assertion that its intent is not to challenge the Commission’s authority vis a vis Part 15 in general.

3. It is the Commission’s task, as the expert agency, with authority delegated by Congress through the Communications Act, as amended, to determine what technical parameters for Part 15 devices would preclude a reasonable risk of interference to licensed services.  

4. While  the ARRL like any other party is entitled to submit comments or petitions to the Commission on levels of interference, it is solely the responsibility of the Commission to make the final determination on these issues.  Thus it is not for the ARRL to  attempt to determine unilaterally, as they seem to seek to do, that a particular system, or set of technical parameters, presents an unacceptable risk of interference to licensed services, including the Amateur Radio Service.  

5. We again assert that the Commission has exercised its discretion and authority wisely and appropriately in the instant Proceeding.

6. Finally, in its “Consolidated Reply to Oppositions to Petitions for Reconsideration,” in reference to the Opposition of IEEE 802, the ARRL makes an issue of the fact that the editor of IEEE 802’s filing happens to be an employee of one of the parties to another Opposition.  The fact of the matter is that the two subject filings were drafted in complete isolation and the filing of IEEE 802 was reviewed and approved by the following bodies (in ascending order of hierarchy in the IEEE 802 organization): The IEEE 802.18 Radio Regulatory Technical Advisory Group, all three wireless Working Groups in IEEE 802 (802.11/.15/.16), and the IEEE 802 Sponsor Executive Committee, and is the official position of IEEE 802.

7. Conclusion and RECOMMENDATIONS

8. In light of our belief that the Commission has acted entirely properly and has rendered a technically and legally sound decision in this Proceeding, we respectfully request that the ARRL’s Petition for Reconsideration be DENIED.

Respectfully submitted,
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