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27 September 2006
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Esq.
Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th St. SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  EX PARTE in Wireless Operations in the 3650-3700 MHz Band, ET Docket No. 04-151; Rules for Wireless Broadband Services in the 3650-3700 MHz Band, WT Docket No. 05-96

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On 7 September 2006 IEEE representatives Peter Murray and Denis Kuwahara met with members of the Commission staff, including:  Alan Scrime, Karen Rackley, Geraldine A Matise, Ron Chase, Ira Keltz, Julius Knapp.  
The IEEE has previously supported the Commissions rules for this spectrum.
  This meeting was prompted by the Commission’s request for status of 802.11 Task Group ‘y’ (TGy) that arose during a discussion with the Wi-Fi Alliance on other matters.

  As part of the introduction, Denis identified himself as Vice Chair of 802.18, the Radio Regulatory Technical Advisory Group (RR-TAG) which is the liaison group between regulatory agencies and wireless working groups of 802.  In that role, he is able to address the status of standards developments, whereas the individual Task Group members are prohibited from divulging status information until the standard amendment has been complete.
  The presentation reviewed the existing features of 802.11 and 802.16 standards, the standards development work relevant to 3650-3700 MHz (.11y and .16h), the history and current status of both projects.  In addition, the standards development process used by these groups was described, including the approval processes that occur in the process of approval of a standard or supplement. 
  The standards development process starts with a smaller subgroup (a Task Group) of interested parties doing the initial development efforts to create a supplement.  Once the TG has returned a 75% approval of the draft document, if there are any disapprove comments they are worked/resolved within the group and the revised draft is re-voted.   When it has been successfully approved within the TG it is sent to the parent Working Group for their review and 75% approval, with similar resolution of any disapprove comments.  Finally, the document is reviewed and voted on by a Sponsor Ballot pool of IEEE Standards Association (SA) members that provide a balanced number of industry, academic, and user group individuals. 
  During the presentation, several questions were raised on the possibility of a single company being able to determine the content of a standard.  While it is possible that a single firm might provide sufficient numbers of participants to control a TG, the approval process requires that any draft must be submitted to and voted on by the entire WG, which in the case of 802.11 currently has 453 members, making control of the majority a daunting task.  In addition, the SA membership encompasses a broader base of individuals than those participating in the WGs, so again would make it difficult for a single firm or group to control the outcome.
While discussing the identification of TGy base stations, a question was raised as to whom would maintain the database tying the callsign to civil addresses.  IEEE was under the impression that this would be part of the station registration process, but there appears to be some question by the Commission and agreement that this would require additional study.
Another area of discussion was the availability of multiple data bandwidths which allows tailoring of the channels to match data transmission requirements which would fit into available spectrum in the immediate location.  An example being low power in-building systems permitting frequent reuse of the spectrum.      

  Julius Knapp indicated that there have been several proposals to allocate the spectrum in ‘main market’ areas on an exclusive license (auction) basis, and limiting Contention Based Radio systems to ‘rural’ areas removed from exclusive licensed areas.  He feels that the Commission would benefit from hearing IEEE’s views on this concept.
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This is the data for the ExParte letter to the Commission following the presentation on 7 Sep 06 by Denis Kuwahara and Peter Murray.
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