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Introduction
• KDPOF has characterized 3 different Vendor A VCSEL designs


• 25Gbps (designed for NRZ, 25GBd) multimode VCSEL for 850 nm

• 50Gbps (designed for PAM4, 25GBd) multimode VCSEL for 850 nm

• 50Gbps (designed for PAM4, 25GBd) multimode VCSEL for 910 nm


• L-I-V, AC and RIN have been measured according to test methodologies 
explained in perezaranda_OMEGA_01_0720_VCSEL_test_methods.pdf


• All the test parameters have been measured at -40, 0, 25, 85, 105 and 125 ºC 
backside temperature


• Eye diagrams for 26.5625 GBd NRZ are shown

• These eye diagrams are not intended to assess suitability of an specific VCSEL for 

OMEGA application.

• These eye diagrams are intended to illustrate the effect of temperature and current in the 

VCSELs response


• Next step will be to carry out link budget analysis 
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25Gbps multimode VCSEL for 850 nm
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L-I-V characteristic
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Threshold current characteristic
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Small signal frequency response
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Small signal frequency response
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2 VCSEL theory

Figure 2.2: Small signal electrical model of VCSEL with driving source [2]

Hpar(f) =
1

1 + j f

fp

. (2.9)

This additional term is multiplied by the intrinsic transfer function of VCSEL (Hi(f)), pro-
ducing the total electrical transfer function (H(f) = Hi(f) ·Hpar(f)) as [2]:

H(f) = C ·
f2
r

f2
r � f2 + j f

2⇡�
·

1

1 + j f

fp

. (2.10)

In the formula for the intrinsic modulation response in Eq. 2.8, we used an approximate
expression for fr,

fr ⇡
1

2⇡

s
�gg0Sb

⌧p(1 + "Sb)
, (2.11)

obtained by considering that ⌧p ⌧ ⌧�N and g0 ⇠ �"G [1].
Using Eq. 2.11, the damping factor formula can be simplified to

� ⇡ K · f2
r + �0 with K = 4⇡2


⌧p +

"

�gg0

�
, (2.12)

where �0 = 1/⌧�N is the damping factor offset and K is the so-called K -factor.
The bandwidth of the laser has three different limitations, each of which is defined by one of

the parameters in the denominator of Eq. 2.10 [5]. In order to reach the highest bandwidth,
care must be taken in the design for both intrinsic and extrinsic limiting factors.

Eqs. 2.11 and 2.12 illustrate the intrinsic damping limitations of the laser. The resonance
frequency increases as a function of the photon density as fr /

p
Sb (by increasing the injection

current). On the other hand, the damping of the system increases at a faster pace since � /
f2
r / Sb, and will eventually limit the modulation bandwidth. If the extrinsic bandwidth limiting

factors are neglected, the highest achievable intrinsic 3dB bandwidth in a semiconductor laser
(f3dB,max) is set by the K -factor and �0. By this assumption, the damping limited maximum
bandwidth would be [2]:

f3dB,max = f3dB,damping ⇡ 2
p
2⇡

K
� �0

2
p
2⇡

(2.13)

However, extrinsic effects from self-heating and electrical parasitics tend to reduce the maxi-
mum bandwidth significantly and the damping limit is therefore seldom reached.
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2 VCSEL theory

Figure 2.2: Small signal electrical model of VCSEL with driving source [2]
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Relative intensity noise (RINOMA) at -40ºC
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Relative intensity noise (RINOMA) at 25ºC
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Relative intensity noise (RINOMA) at 125ºC
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Normalized max RIN (RINAOP) 
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Eye diagram for 26.5625 GBd NRZ
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Eye diagram for 26.5625 GBd NRZ
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Eye diagram for 26.5625 GBd NRZ
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Eye diagram for 26.5625 GBd NRZ
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50Gbps multimode VCSEL for 850 nm
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L-I-V characteristic
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Threshold current characteristic
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Small signal frequency response
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2 VCSEL theory

Figure 2.2: Small signal electrical model of VCSEL with driving source [2]

Hpar(f) =
1

1 + j f

fp

. (2.9)

This additional term is multiplied by the intrinsic transfer function of VCSEL (Hi(f)), pro-
ducing the total electrical transfer function (H(f) = Hi(f) ·Hpar(f)) as [2]:

H(f) = C ·
f2
r

f2
r � f2 + j f

2⇡�
·

1

1 + j f

fp

. (2.10)

In the formula for the intrinsic modulation response in Eq. 2.8, we used an approximate
expression for fr,

fr ⇡
1

2⇡

s
�gg0Sb

⌧p(1 + "Sb)
, (2.11)

obtained by considering that ⌧p ⌧ ⌧�N and g0 ⇠ �"G [1].
Using Eq. 2.11, the damping factor formula can be simplified to

� ⇡ K · f2
r + �0 with K = 4⇡2


⌧p +

"

�gg0

�
, (2.12)

where �0 = 1/⌧�N is the damping factor offset and K is the so-called K -factor.
The bandwidth of the laser has three different limitations, each of which is defined by one of

the parameters in the denominator of Eq. 2.10 [5]. In order to reach the highest bandwidth,
care must be taken in the design for both intrinsic and extrinsic limiting factors.

Eqs. 2.11 and 2.12 illustrate the intrinsic damping limitations of the laser. The resonance
frequency increases as a function of the photon density as fr /

p
Sb (by increasing the injection

current). On the other hand, the damping of the system increases at a faster pace since � /
f2
r / Sb, and will eventually limit the modulation bandwidth. If the extrinsic bandwidth limiting

factors are neglected, the highest achievable intrinsic 3dB bandwidth in a semiconductor laser
(f3dB,max) is set by the K -factor and �0. By this assumption, the damping limited maximum
bandwidth would be [2]:

f3dB,max = f3dB,damping ⇡ 2
p
2⇡

K
� �0

2
p
2⇡

(2.13)

However, extrinsic effects from self-heating and electrical parasitics tend to reduce the maxi-
mum bandwidth significantly and the damping limit is therefore seldom reached.
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2 VCSEL theory

Figure 2.2: Small signal electrical model of VCSEL with driving source [2]
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Relative intensity noise (RINOMA) at -40ºC
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125ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB 125ºC, 5 mA, ER 3dB

125ºC, 4 mA, ER 3dB 125ºC, 3 mA, ER 3dB

100 Ohm voltage driver, noiseless
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25ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB 25ºC, 4 mA, ER 3dB

0ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB -40ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB

100 Ohm voltage driver, noiseless
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125ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB 125ºC, 5 mA, ER 3dB

125ºC, 4 mA, ER 3dB 125ºC, 3 mA, ER 3dB

Current driver, noiseless
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Eye diagram for 26.5625 GBd NRZ
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25ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB 25ºC, 4 mA, ER 3dB

0ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB -40ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB

Current driver, noiseless
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50Gbps multimode VCSEL for 910 nm
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L-I-V characteristic
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Small signal frequency response
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2 VCSEL theory

Figure 2.2: Small signal electrical model of VCSEL with driving source [2]

Hpar(f) =
1

1 + j f

fp

. (2.9)

This additional term is multiplied by the intrinsic transfer function of VCSEL (Hi(f)), pro-
ducing the total electrical transfer function (H(f) = Hi(f) ·Hpar(f)) as [2]:

H(f) = C ·
f2
r

f2
r � f2 + j f

2⇡�
·

1

1 + j f

fp

. (2.10)

In the formula for the intrinsic modulation response in Eq. 2.8, we used an approximate
expression for fr,

fr ⇡
1

2⇡

s
�gg0Sb

⌧p(1 + "Sb)
, (2.11)

obtained by considering that ⌧p ⌧ ⌧�N and g0 ⇠ �"G [1].
Using Eq. 2.11, the damping factor formula can be simplified to

� ⇡ K · f2
r + �0 with K = 4⇡2


⌧p +

"

�gg0

�
, (2.12)

where �0 = 1/⌧�N is the damping factor offset and K is the so-called K -factor.
The bandwidth of the laser has three different limitations, each of which is defined by one of

the parameters in the denominator of Eq. 2.10 [5]. In order to reach the highest bandwidth,
care must be taken in the design for both intrinsic and extrinsic limiting factors.

Eqs. 2.11 and 2.12 illustrate the intrinsic damping limitations of the laser. The resonance
frequency increases as a function of the photon density as fr /

p
Sb (by increasing the injection

current). On the other hand, the damping of the system increases at a faster pace since � /
f2
r / Sb, and will eventually limit the modulation bandwidth. If the extrinsic bandwidth limiting

factors are neglected, the highest achievable intrinsic 3dB bandwidth in a semiconductor laser
(f3dB,max) is set by the K -factor and �0. By this assumption, the damping limited maximum
bandwidth would be [2]:

f3dB,max = f3dB,damping ⇡ 2
p
2⇡

K
� �0

2
p
2⇡

(2.13)

However, extrinsic effects from self-heating and electrical parasitics tend to reduce the maxi-
mum bandwidth significantly and the damping limit is therefore seldom reached.
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2 VCSEL theory

Figure 2.2: Small signal electrical model of VCSEL with driving source [2]
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In the formula for the intrinsic modulation response in Eq. 2.8, we used an approximate
expression for fr,
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⌧p(1 + "Sb)
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obtained by considering that ⌧p ⌧ ⌧�N and g0 ⇠ �"G [1].
Using Eq. 2.11, the damping factor formula can be simplified to
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where �0 = 1/⌧�N is the damping factor offset and K is the so-called K -factor.
The bandwidth of the laser has three different limitations, each of which is defined by one of

the parameters in the denominator of Eq. 2.10 [5]. In order to reach the highest bandwidth,
care must be taken in the design for both intrinsic and extrinsic limiting factors.

Eqs. 2.11 and 2.12 illustrate the intrinsic damping limitations of the laser. The resonance
frequency increases as a function of the photon density as fr /

p
Sb (by increasing the injection

current). On the other hand, the damping of the system increases at a faster pace since � /
f2
r / Sb, and will eventually limit the modulation bandwidth. If the extrinsic bandwidth limiting

factors are neglected, the highest achievable intrinsic 3dB bandwidth in a semiconductor laser
(f3dB,max) is set by the K -factor and �0. By this assumption, the damping limited maximum
bandwidth would be [2]:

f3dB,max = f3dB,damping ⇡ 2
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(2.13)

However, extrinsic effects from self-heating and electrical parasitics tend to reduce the maxi-
mum bandwidth significantly and the damping limit is therefore seldom reached.
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Relative intensity noise (RINOMA) at 125ºC
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125ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB 125ºC, 5 mA, ER 3dB

125ºC, 4 mA, ER 3dB 125ºC, 3 mA, ER 3dB

100 Ohm voltage driver, noiseless
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Eye diagram for 26.5625 GBd NRZ
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25ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB 25ºC, 4 mA, ER 3dB

0ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB -40ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB

100 Ohm voltage driver, noiseless
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Eye diagram for 26.5625 GBd NRZ
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125ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB 125ºC, 5 mA, ER 3dB

125ºC, 4 mA, ER 3dB 125ºC, 3 mA, ER 3dB

Current driver, noiseless
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Eye diagram for 26.5625 GBd NRZ
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25ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB 25ºC, 4 mA, ER 3dB

0ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB -40ºC, 6 mA, ER 3dB

Current driver, noiseless
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