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IEEE 802.3 Ethernet Working Group 
Liaison Communication 

Source: IEEE 802.3 Working Group1 

   

To: J Metz Chair, UEC 
 

 Sam Kocsis Technical Committee Chair, OIF 
 

 Kimberly Naughton Project Manager, OIF 
 

 Kurtis Bowman Chair, UALink 
 

 Willie Nelson President, UALink 
 

 Nathan Kalyanasundharam Chair, UALink Technical Workgroup 
 

 Glenn Parsons Chair, ITU-T SG15 
 

 Hiroshi Ota Counsellor, ITU-T SG15 
 

 Kazuhide Nakajima Rapporteur ITU-T Q5/15 
 

 Vince Ferretti Associate Rapporteur, ITU-T Q5/15 
 

 Fabio Cavaliere Rapporteur ITU-T Q6/15 
 

 Shikui Shen Associate Rapporteur ITU-TQ6/15 
 

 Steve Gorshe Rapporteur ITU-T Q11/15  
 

 Bert Klaps Associate Rapporteur ITU-T Q11/15 
 

 Howard Johnson Chair, INCITS TC T11 Fibre Channel  
 

 Zane Ball Chief Technology Officer, OCP 
 

 Manoj Wadekar Co-Lead, ESUN Work Stream, OCP 
 

   

 
1  This document solely represents the views of the IEEE 802.3 Working Group and does not 

necessarily represent a position of the IEEE, the IEEE Standards Association, or IEEE 802.  
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CC: Alpesh Shah Secretary, IEEE-SA Standards Board 
Secretary, IEEE-SA Board of Governors 

 

James Gilb Chair, IEEE 802 LMSC 
 

Adam Healey Vice-chair, IEEE 802.3 Ethernet Working Group 
 

Jon Lewis Secretary, IEEE 802.3 Ethernet Working Group 
 

Kent Lusted Chair Pro Tem, IEEE 802.3 400 Gb/s/lane Study Group 
 

   

From: David Law Chair, IEEE 802.3 Ethernet Working Group 
 

   

Subject: IEEE 802.3 Ethernet 400 Gb/s/lane Signalling (400GPL) Study Group 

Approval Agreed at IEEE 802.3 Plenary meeting, Vancouver, BC, Canada, 12 March 2026 

Dear Colleagues, 

With the rapid adoption of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools and technology, there is a desire to 
use Ethernet in high-bandwidth, high-growth AI cluster networks, as well as traditional front-
end networks for server and switch attachment. To address this demand, at the IEEE 802 
March 2026 Plenary Session, the IEEE 802 LAN/MAN Standards Committee (LMSC) 
approved the formation of the IEEE 802.3 400 Gb/s/lane signalling (400GPL) Study Group. 
For information about the activity, see <https://www.ieee802.org/3/400GPL/index.html>. 

The IEEE 802.3 400GPL Study Group has been chartered to develop a Project Authorisation 
Request (PAR) and Criteria for Standards Development (CSD) for Physical Layer 
specifications supporting existing Ethernet rates using 400 Gb/s/lane signalling for electrical 
interconnects as well as optical interconnects with reaches of up to 500 meters. The Study 
Group will meet at the IEEE 802.3 May 2026 Interim Meeting series in Munich, Germany. For 
more information, see <https://www.ieee802.org/3/interims/index.html>. Please note that this 
effort is open to all individuals wishing to participate. 

The IEEE 802.3 Ethernet Working Group looks forward to any information your respective 
organisation is willing to share with IEEE 802.3. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Kent Lusted, Chair Pro Tem, IEEE 802.3 400GPL Study Group, who is CCed on this 
liaison, with a copy to me. 

Sincerely, 
David Law 
Chair, IEEE 802.3 Ethernet Working Group 




