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IEEE 802.3 Ethernet Working Group
DRAFT Liaison Communication

Source: IEEE 802.3 Working Group'
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Subject: |IEEE 802.3 Ethernet Working Group NEA “Ethernet for Al” Assessment (“E4AI”") —
“Next Generation Fiber Optic Connectors” Workshop

Approval Agreed at IEEE 802.3 Interim meeting, Munich, Germany, 14 May 2026

Dear Colleagues,

The IEEE 802.3 Ethernet Working Group’s NEA “E4Al” Assessment activity has focused on
gathering information on Al networks, performance requirements, and market potential, and
on exploring the technical feasibility of 400 Gb/s electrical and optical signaling for various
Ethernet interconnects.

As part of this activity, the IEEE 802.3 NEA “E4Al” has been holding forum workshops for
industry SDO’s and industry organizations to explore topics related to Al networks with the
IEEE 802.3 community, such as “Fiber for Al” and “Header Compression.” For your
reference, all meeting materials for the activity are available at
https://www.ieee802.org/3/ad _hoc/E4Al/public/index.html.

The next forum workshop, Next Generation Fiber Optic Connectors, will explore next-
generation fiber optic connector issues. The workshop will be held virtually on 3 December
2026, is open to all individuals to attend, and requires no registration. Potential issues to
explore include:

e Generic/basic information about polarity and connector

¢ How new connector interface types (2-row Multi-fiber Push-On (MPO), Very Small
Form Factor (VSFF) and Multi-core Fiber (MCF)) are more complicated than existing
connectors

! This document solely represents the views of the IEEE 802.3 Working Group and does not
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e Standardization of the MCF connector with the MPO interface and polarity

¢ Next generation connector performance assumptions used for optical channel
development.

e Otherissues

The agenda of this workshop will be limited to presentations and contributions submitted by SDO’s and
industry organizations. |IEEE 802.3 would like to extend an invitation to ITU-T, TIA TR42,
ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 25, and IEC TC 86 to join the IEEE 802.3 community, in exploring the
future of fiber optic connectors enabling 400 Gb/s/Lane signaling and beyond. All organizations
are encouraged to consider participating in this event and to forward a liaison to the IEEE 802.3 Ethernet
Working Group regarding the noted topics noted above. Please inform David Law

by 03 November 2026 of your organization’s intent to contribute a liaison to |

An uestions regarding this event should be directed to John D’Ambrosia
at“ Chair of the IEEE 802.3 E4AI Activity.

Sincerely,
David Law
Chair, IEEE 802.3 Ethernet Working Group
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